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UNCLAS BAGHDAD 0331 

E.0.11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, XF, IZ 

SUBJECT: BAGHDAD OBSERVER ON VANCE MISSION 

UNDER TITLE "EACT FINDING AND CONCUSSION BOMBS", 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE BAGHDAD OBSERVER OF FEBRUARY 16 
CARRIED AN EDITORIAL WHICH IS GENERALLY CRITICAL OF 
VANCE MISSION. WE ASSUME THIS INTENDED FOR OUR 
CONSUMPTION AND BELIEVE THAT TEXT WILL BE OF INTEREST 
TO ADDRESSEES. 

QUOTE: U.S. SECRETARY OF STATE, CYRUS VANCE HAS BEGUN 
A TOUR OF THE MIDDLE EAST AREA, DESCRIBED AS A "FACT- 
FINDING" MISSION FOR THE U.S. PRESIDENT. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 BAGHDA 00331 171128Z 

ON THE EVE OF HIS TRIP, VANCE VOICED THE HOPE THAT 
WE WILL HAVE ALL THE NECESSARY FACTS TO HELP 
MOVE THE PROCESS ALONG AND PEACEFUL RESOLUTION OF THE 
PROBLEMS OF THE MIDDLE EAST. 

ON OUR PART, WE CAN BE SURE THAT VANCE WILL NEED 
ALL THE HELP HE REQUIRES FROM THE CAPITALS HE 
WILL VISIT. 
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IN TEL, AVIV, THE ZIONIST LEADERS HAVE FLATLY AND 
BLUNTLY TOLD UN SECRETARY GENERAL MR. WALDHEIM 
THAT THEY DID NOT REQUIRE HIS HELP OR THAT OE UN 
BECAUSE THEY REGARDED THE LATTER AS "BIASED" AGAINST 
"ISRAEL". FURTHER MORE, THEY TOLD HIM THAT THEY 
DID NOT CARE A RAP EOR THE GENEVA CONEERENCE 
EITHER, SINCE THE LATTER INVOLVED THE PRESENCE, IN 
ONE WAY OR ANOTHER, OE PLO WHICH THEY HAD NO 
WISH TO RECOGNIZE IN SPITE OE THE PROEUSE 
CONCESSIONS AND PROEESSIONS OF "GOOD FAITH" MADE BY 
PLO LEADERSHIP OP LATE. 

THE ZIONIST POSITION IN FACT BOILED DOWN TO ONE POINT: 
NAMELY, THAT THE ONLY "MEDIATOR" THEY APPROVED OF 
BETWEEN THEMSELVES AND THE ARABS, WAS THE UNITED 
STATES. 

NOR COULD BE BLAME THE ZIONISTS PROM THEIR OWN 
POINT OF VIEW, OP COURSE. U.S. "MEDIATIN ' HAS 
PROVED HIGHLY EPFECTIVE IN PROMOTING THEIR OWN 
INTERESTS TO THE DETRIMENT OP THOSE OP THE 
ARABS, NOT ONLY THROUGHOUT THE KISSINGER SHUTTLE 
DIPLOMACY, WHICH HAD RESULTED IN THE TROOP- 
DISENGAGEMENT AGREEMENTS IN SIANI AND THE SYRIAN 
HEIGHTS BUT ALSO UNDER THE NEW CARTER ADMINISTRATION, 
WHEN THE U.S. "DIPLOMATIC " EPPORTS WITH THE 
SYTRIAN RULERS RESULTED IN THE HASTY WITHDRAWAL 
BY THE LATTER OP THE SMALL SYRIAN UNIT WHICH HAD 
"ANGERED 'THE ZIONISTS BY ITS PRESENCE IN THE SOUTH 
OP LEBANON. 

NOR WILL VANCE'S MISSION RECEIVE THE REQUIRED 
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"HELP " PROM TEL AVIV ONLY. THE CAPITALS WHICH HE 
WILL VISIT HAVE ALSO BEEN PERVENTLY EXTOLLING 
THE ROLE OF U.S. AND HER NEW PRESIDENT, WHILE 
INTESIFYING THEIR ATTACKS AGAINST THE ARAB PROGRESSIVE 
PORCES. 

IN FACT, VANCE HAS ALREADY TOLD "NEW YORK TIMES" 

THAT THE "SITUATION THROUGHOUT THE AREA AND THE 
CHANGES IT HAS WITNESSED DURING THE PAST NINE 
MONTHS PROVIDE THE BEST OPPORTUNITY EVER EOR 
ATTAINING PROGRESS". 

UNDOUBTEDLY, VANCE HAD IN MIND THE CONSEQUENCES OP 
THE LEBANESE WAR AND THE SERIOUS BLOWS SUSTAINED 
BY THE PALESTINIAN RESISTANCE MOVEMENT ON ONE 
HAND, AND THE PRODOMINANT ROLE PLAYED BY REACTIONARY 
ARAB PORCES AT PRESENT AND ARAB POLICIES IN GENERAL. 
THROUGHOUT HIS ENGROSSMENT IN "FACT-PINDING" 

AND "PEACEFUL" ACTIVITIES, SECRETARY VANCE HAS 
NOT PORGOTTEN, HOWEVER TO MENTION HIS INTENTION 
OP MAKING A RECOMMENDATION TO PRESIDENT CARTER 
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ON THE SUPPLY OF CONCUSSION BOMBS TO "ISRAEL" 
WHICH HAD BEEN PROMISED TO THE LATER DURING 
FORD'S PRESIDENCY. THIS WAS A NECESSARY REMINDER, 
LEST ONE SHOULD EVER FORGET, WHERE U.S. REALLY 
STOOD IN ITS "MEDIATION" BETWEEN THE ARABS AND 
ZIONISTS. END QUOTE 

USINT COMMENT FOLLOWS BY SEPTEL. 

WILEY 
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